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WOMEN IN COMMUNIST CHINA

/The following are full translations of two articles

appearing in CHUNG-KUO FU-NU, Peiping, No 9, 1960,
pp 28-29, and p. 27./
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THE BQUAL IMPORTANCE
OF WORK AND FAMILY LIFR

[fThe following is a full translation
of an article by Pai Ling which appear
in the Chung Kuo Fu Nu, Peiping, No. 9,
1960, pages 23 - 29./

I am a2 salesgirl, I would like to express my

views on the subject of discussion in the Chung Kuo Fu Mu recently
" where does the real problem of Liu Su-o 1ie?",

I disagree with the charge of éelf-indulgence
in family life levelled against her [fiiu Su-o/ - just as she
- said ¥ work is important but the home has to be taken care of too."
- It is important to realize that é narried woman comrade does face
,é multitude of practical problems. On this point, I myself under-
stand only too well. My work ent thusiasm was high before I was
married; there was nothing to tie me down or to worry about so
my energy for work was ample, But things have been different
after I was married, I became pregnant and ﬁhe side effeéts of
pregnancy were such that I eould neither eat nor sleep well, I was
weak and worn-out PhYsicallv so much so that at times it became
necessary for me to ask for a leave of absence for g day or two to

recuperate. My work enthusiasm faded. After this period was over,

my body grew heavier and heavier., I had no desire nor energy to
do anything, After the 5aby was born, there have been more pro-

blens to take care of - taking the baby to the nursing room, the




mrsery, and preparing for every detail need of the baby -~ clothing,
féod, and diapers, etc, When the baby is sick , I become S0 pre~
: 6ccupied that I can hardly concentrate on my worke. To wy waj y of
thinking, this is a natural manifestation of motherly love for her
young which ::.c common bo all and cannol be repwnated. From a
rational standpoint, ‘we must not let sucr distractions affect our
work, But who does not w:i.s"x o cancentrate her efforts on her
work and stedy? Only the obaective reglities am Lham, how could
we refrain from d:m}:\ ,.m,ng a part of our enargy ?

| _ o I realizg that married waznén cammnot corpare
with single girls. It Is to be ’ez{pécted that single girls give
a better performance, Idu~ Su~-0, was she not an advanced pro=
ducﬁiﬁﬁ worker before her marriage; her work enthusiasm was high
then, Could she have fallen back deli‘berat-ely? I do not think $Cs
It is the objective real,cby that has pmvented her from devoting
bherself s single=hezerbedly, to har worke. I think when her ‘children
are more grown, her household duties less numerous and burdensome,
she will head forward and strive to catch uwp.

TPeople often say " work first¥§ this is
correct in principle, But we rust not over emphasize this aspect
to the neglect of daily 1livinge A happy family life encourages one
to strive fomard§ the principal ingredient of a happy faxriﬂy life
is the love betwsen the husband and the wife. Liu Su-o was unill-
ing to work overtime at night, she wanted to arrange her holidays
on Sundays so that she could be together with her husbandj she

worried about her husband being lonesome when he had to be home by '




‘himself. To me, all of these are genuine manifestaiioﬁs of her love
. for her husband, Naturally, if one has to attend meetings and work
overtime’.‘af’oer an eigbt-hotr day, hoi-z mch time is there left to be
togeﬁher with her husband? In the J.bng run, it is difficult not to
cause some discontent on the part of her husband thus implanﬁing
seeds of discord between them, Therefore, the fact that Lium Su~0
was unhappy because she could not often have Sundays together with
her husba_nd is understandablea
During the war, life for everybody was bardj
it was unreasonable t5 stress our personal lives. But conditions |
are different now, Fﬁrthermore , ore has to get married évenmally
and for married folks f %u;ﬁc not wish to be 'bo.gether with her ,loved»
- ones,anx! often ?
The collective body is formed by individuals
and i'amilies. Tt is lopsided to stress only the benefits to revolu-

tion and to the ccllective body to the neglect of our personal life.

It is not toc much to ask for one to enjoy sorme happy moments with'
one's husband or wife and children after an eight-hour day at work;
this is not :mdulgence in one's wum little family circle. The ultimate
goal of revolution is to realize a commnistic society. The fakzily
is a product of society; even in a comrunistic society it will not
disappear. Furthermore, the very purpose of the revolution is to
make it possible for everyone to lead a happy and rewarding life,

The family is the source of happiness. Ideal love and family are
the most essential part in one's life. Therefore, I believe in

the equal importunce of work and family life,
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PORTRAIT OF A MIAD GIRL MILITIA

Deputy Commander Wu Lien-ying
of Chia Mi Ta Tui, Hua Yuan Hsien,
Hunan Province,:

[The following is a full trans-
lation »f an article, unsigned,
sppearing in the Chung Kuo Fu
Nu, Feiping, Wo.9 1960, page 27/

T4 is March in Miao Chai., The sprinz air

is.filled with fragrance from the fields. Bewvond the Chal, young

 Vilao militia members are working,with high vigor and enthusiasm,
an the irrigation>§roject on the Hsiung Ti Ho. Young Miao men
and women ére known for their singing and dancing. With great
cheer, they sing vwhile they work, Among them is a young girl with
dark but rosy comﬁlexion and two pigtails., She works the hardest.
Whé is she ? She is Wu Lien-ving, Ueputy Commander of the First
Girl Militia Erigade of Miao Chia,

In 1956, right‘after her graduation from
primary schonl, sixteen-yesr old Wu Lien-ying was drawn‘to the
great movement of production leap forward and communization, Shé
resolved that she was to be a member of that first generation of
educaféd farmers; she was to devote herself to the building of new
Socialistic villages ¢ When the communes initiated the militia
movement, she wes thé-first t5 Join, As there is’a common SgEying
on the Chai ".soldiering’is man's business; a girl is busy wigh
sewing and embroidery," her mother was displeaselto learn about

Lien~ying joining the militia, But she agreed to it when Lien-ying
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explained to her clearly and in detail the importance and meaning of
the militiz movement,

After 1ien~ying joined the militia, she active-
ly mobilized tﬁe people arsund her to join the organization. In
ﬁhe fieldsand vslley, the courtyards and streets, ons could see
Lien-ying working on the wameﬁ folks, Fbllawﬁng the methed of
amkey?t9~eachnlackg Lien-ying succeeded in urging 79 young women
o register voluntarily for the militia within a few days. Lien~
ving was unanimsusly chosen 4o be the Dsputy Commander of the Girl
Militia Brigade. Since then, a brilliant red Girl ﬁiiitia Brigade
flag has riser above the Miao Chai, This new érganization, under

the leadarship of the Pérty, has displayéd great capacity for pro-
duction from the very beginning,

During the Spring Festival of 1959,

\ lien-ying recquested and obtained some 20 mou of terraced land from

Ta Tal
% g/to serve as high-ylelding farms for the

the Farty in sisdkokes
militia, With their careful planting and cultivation, rick tender
- sprouts covered the field. Just as harvest was drawing near, the
area was devastated by a severe drought. Lien-ying s heart was
set afire as she watched the green sprouts withering away. What
chould she do ? Should she let nature take its own course 7

At that time, the Party issued a call for " fight against‘ths
drought, wrest food from naturel. Lien~ying conferred with
Commander ltanz Hing-bui, To len& firm support to the Farty's

call and to ensure s rich harvest for the whole brigade, they

took initiative and suggested to the brigade Party branchs
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send the militia brigade, in companies, to the various production
teams to reinforce the leadership structure of the teams and inject
nevw vitality to the fight against dréughﬁ. Under the leadership
of the militis, all members participate and worked actively in the
great movement . v

Lien-ying was with all the workers., They
fought bitterly for 35 days énd nights, opened-up hills, and bullt
an irrigation channel of over 1G‘li. Water was drawn from & stream

to irrigate some 100 mou of fields., but the sun kept on scorching

‘the land, In a few days, the stream ran dry. A%t that time, Lien~

ving came up with another idea 3 mobilize the militla to carry water

from wells two 1i away to water the fields, Thus, after endless

efforts on the part of the militia and commune members, the fight

against dgought was>qu,_‘Chia Mi Ta Tul still reaped a rich harvesh
In that winter; irrigatioﬁ work on the

Heiung Ti Ho began. Lien-ying selected thérty-two strong girls

from the militis to help on the job., Upon arrival Lien-ying and

per sisters threw themselves to the laboring team. They initiated

the high productiviﬁy competitive movement. Lien-ying's thirty-
two girls formed the shock troop = not only they worked day and
night but slso came wp with élever ideas to raisa the efficiency
of gravel and mud carrying. Lien-ying was so lost in her work
that she even forgot about her own wedding date,

Lien-ving was in love wiih a young militia

_member Wu Shui-chling for over a year. People all agreaithat they

wore a perfect match. BHer mother was especially pleased = she already
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made many cdlorful skirts, dresses, and prepared dowry for Lien-ying.
Tn line with traditional Miao cuétom, & propitious date.for the wed-
ding was chosen -~ the eighth of December. The day came but Lien~
ving étili was not home. Heér mother senﬁ wo:ﬁ to the location of
the project; still Lien-ying did not come backs Worried, she canme
to look for Lien-ying om location. Who‘weuld know that wﬁen_Lien»
ving saw her mother she softly explaineds”.mother,bI_know what is
on your mind, It is all for my goods Buk," poiﬁting to the sea of
workers on the project, #he sald " look, how busy they are § 1 am
engaged in crganizing militia for shockntracp-workf How can 1 come
home to taks care of my privaﬁe-affairs 7" After this talk, her
nother agraed that the wedding should be postponed to the Springl
Fegtivale

Then came the Spring Festivale The entire militia
suzgested that they would spend the festiﬁal on the job in order to
complete the repair work'on the‘ﬁsiung T4 Ho irrigation project
shead of schedule. Lien-ying agreesd to it whole-heartedly. DBut
what about the wedding 7 If she went ahead with the wedding, she
csuld not fulfill her duty., If she»postponedbthe date again, the
older generation in b§th families would be displeased with her, even
 Shui~chting might think that she had cbénged her heart. Thinking
the problen over many times, Lien-ying decided that Suifilling her
duty woﬁld'be more important and that the wedding had to be post-
poned once again. 'She hurried home to her mother firs£ to convince
wer of thds decision, Then, taking along the prize awarded to her by
the coﬁmand department of the irrigation pfoject,ﬂLiennying went to
the house of Sui-chling to explain to him her thoughts. When she
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found that his replies were not too straight forward, she put the
prize on his chest and said : * I will not changé my heart; this
Cis my heart,vSui«ch’ing. Please be assured.® Sul-chling emiled,
-The .sun was rising from the east when
.;ien-yipg hurried back to the project. The loudspeaker on locationm,
once again, spread the word of Lien-ying's secpnd postponement of -

her 'wedding.
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